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CHAPTER XIII
THE OLD MILLER HOUSE

This ancient house, which for so many years was
the homestead of Major Luke Miller, is situated on
Ridgedale Avenue, Madison, at a point which in
former days was known as Miller’s Station. It
stands on a knoll at the right of the street, and faces
on a diagonal. Its quaint appearance and position
arrest the attention of the passerby; and not only the
exterior, but the well-preserved interior, bears testi-
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MAJOR LUKE MILLER

mony to the manners and methods of the olden time.
In this house Major Miller was born, and it was his
home until he died at the age of ninety-one.

The land on which it stands was purchased from

‘the Indians by David Burnet, who sold it to Andrew

Miller, the grandfather of the Major. The house
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was erected by Andrew Miller some time before 1750.
When the Revolution took place, Josiah Miller, son -
of Andrew, occupied it. His son, the Major, was
then but seventeen years of age. While the army
was encamped in Loantaka Valley, and at other times
in the neighborhood of Bottle Hill, it was the scene
of much hospitality and gayety. This was due to
its owner’s prominence, as well as the young soldier’s
connection with the army. Both officers and soldiers
found a welcome under its roof, and many distin-
guished men were among its frequenters. Of course
it has possessed its “Washington’s Chair” and other
relics, with the best of evidence that they are genuine,
as there is no doubt that the great commander was
in the house many times.

The picture represents the house as it was photo-
graphed in 1894. In it, the beholder stands on Ridge-
dale Avenue and looks eastward. The appearance
of the house has not materially changed since then.

The following inscription marks the simple, yet
elegant, monument over the Major’s-grave in the oid
Bottle Hill Cemetery. Itis, at once, a model of excel-
lence as a mortuary record, and a fitting memorial
of a Revolutionary hero:
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“A Soldier of the Revolution.
Maj. Luke Miller,
son of
Josiah Miller,
son of ‘
Andrew Miller,
: was born at Miller's Station
k Bottle Hill
: ' Sept. 8, 1759.
' Died at the same place,
Jan. 23, 1851.

TOMB OF MAJ. LUKE MILLER
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