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homemade candles supplied additional 1i
Life literally began in this one
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. most children grew

prevalent,
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was comm i and not always as 2 pre
ventive medicine. iscipli i was severe and harsh.
ially £ childbirth. Still, a wilder-
ness also represen reedom unknown
in a settlement. Others came tos :

‘The First Families

Madison’s early pioneers were from Long Island, Elizabethtown an
Jest settlers were David Brant, J osiah Broadwel!

Newark. Among the ear | el
Ellis Cook, Jere .ol Genung, John Harris and J osiah Ward. Other eatl

family names included Lum, Corey, Post and Hand.
families, another early settler who came to

family holdings
Florham Park. _
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Avenue, opposite
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his Burnet
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by. According to local history expert Henry W. Pilch, it was a “duster,” or
completely dry of water. If the tradition was indeed based on fact, the
underground stream has long ceased flowing.

Some of Madison’s oldest homes shed light on the early history of the
borough. For instance, the Luke Miller house at 105 Ridgedale Avenue
may be the oldest home in Madison. Built circa 1730 by Andrew Miller on a
portion of a tract of land purchased from David Burnet, Luke Miller was
born here in 1759. Nearby at 31 Ridgedale Avenue, is the Sayre house built
circa 1745 by Daniel Sayre and considered to have been used as a station
on the Underground Railroad. '

David and Daniel Burnet
house on Rosedale Avenue
near Memorial Park.

Luke Miller house, a
beautifully preserved
showplace in today’s
Madison. The Miller Forge

can be seen at left.
Historic Sites Committee —_——




did not hesitate to use his pulpit to

tunately, Hort
not recapture his exact words. But his
probably were akin to those of his
church, the Rev. Jacob Green.

Green was
pamphlet titled Observations on the

the Colonies (Philadelphia, 1776). Writing &
ndependence. There was no future in the

to British governn'lent, we shall be con-
and other officers appointed by the

ty,” Green came out squarely for 1
Empire, he warned: “If we submit
tinually cramped with governors,
Crown. All those in authority over us,

designs of Grea
of revolt was thus alive and active.

Words meant little without action. To put force
g the most active in the area in orgamiz- .

While militia duty was unpopular in Many
in its later years, Bottle Hill men came forward..

Among those who served were John

ly as the war dragged on
without apparent hesitation.

Muchmore, Deacon Ephraim Sayre, L
Aaron Carter and Capt. Luke Carter. Local historian B

bara S. Parker also reports that Elias Bruen,

Daniel Burnet,

Russell served as minutemen. Th

prominent men became officers, with
that their leaders be “men of property,

questing
years” of age.'
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manned a famed cannon known as
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sentiments were no mystery and

e of his thoughts ina

as “A Friend to American Liber-

will be such as suit the ambitious
+ »” The local spirit

behind their resolves, . ':

the term ¢ minutemen’). Bottle Hill
of the Morris.
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character and at leas!
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ltate quick ignition, a2
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MAJOR LUKE MILLER, 1759-1851.
His father Josiah was a widely respected
farmer and blacksmith. Luke continued
the blacksmithing. His long and active
life brought many benefits to Bottle Hill-
Madison. The Miller home on Ridgedale
Avenue was the scene of many gather-
ings of war-weary officers and Washing-
ton was often a guest there. A tunnel of
unknown purpose was constructed from
a small sub-cellar in the house to the
forge, 60 feet away. The forge may be
seen at the northwest corner of the
property.

Dean Michaels Studio. Photo of Portrait.

beacon would be lighted when the enemy approached. The spot in present
Summit, where the nearest signal beacon was placed, was the highest point
in the area. From here, other signal beacons could be seen farther north
along the Watchung Mountains. As William P. Tuttle later wrote of the
Tocation: “It has been admirably located for both purposes. Indeed, it is the -
only spot on the whole mountain which would have served.”

=.Whether by bonfire or cannon fire, alarm signals in the Watchungs in
176 were increasing matters of concern to local residents. By the summer
f that critical year, concern grew to alarm in some quarters, as the news
ching Morris County was grave.

SOVY (a commemorative
h is shown above) and a

Plece of ingenuity were a
-..a tarfilled barrel,

quickly erected wooden

Set ablaze if the enemy
night.

LORD STIRLING’S design for signal
beacons that were so successfully used
on high hilltops.
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