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Court_J udgevSalem Vincent
Ahto asked Vito B. Gruppu-

graced former president of
the Hanover-based Nation-

your honor,”
the 56-year-old dis-

“T don’t have any money,

Gruppuso, .who came. to
court 1ook1ng tan and natti-
ly dressed in'a brown suit:

judge pressed.
responded . “From day to day, your
added that he now rents a
home 1n Berkeley Heights

honor,” Gruppuso said. He

. Gruppuso pleaded guilty
in Superior Court, Morris-
town, in January 2004 to
three counts of theft by fail-
ure to make required dis-

sentencing was put on hold
for more than a year while
the U.S. Attorney’s Office
pursued federal bank fraud
charges against Gruppuso.-

trict Courtion Oct.. 19
between fﬂ/e and ses
years in prlso‘n

' SEE BROKER / A12

‘dwelling

" somebody who has a vested

For sale

‘The oldest
‘house in

adlson
Borough .

auctioning
historic

BY JENNA M. MCKNIGHT
. DAILY RECORD

MADISON — Wanted:
Prospective home buyers,
looking for true old-world
charm. Must be under 6 feet
tall. ' '

The Luke Mﬂler ‘House —
an 18th-century abode on
Ridgedale Avenue that nar-

‘rowly escaped the bulldozer
— is now up for sale. And
the borough, which
swooped in last year and
bought the endangered
piece of real estate for $1.2
million, has taken measures
to protect it before selling it
backto a prlvate owner. ,

The borough has placed a
conservation easement on
the circa-1730, three-story
house, ensuring it won’t:
ever be altered or torn
down. It’s the oldest struc-
ture in the borough, said

"John Solu, chairmanof the
Madiscn Historic Preserva-
tion Commission.

“It will be a special per-
son who wants to live in this-
house,” Solu said. “It will be

interest in this communi-
ty.”

The entire Luke Miller
property covers 1.6 ares. In
an unusual arrangement, .
the borough is selling only -
the house and a roughly 30-
foot area surrounding it — -
in total, about four-tenths of
acre.

The town will retain own-
ership of the rest of the site,
which has been de's_‘ignated

SEE MILLER HOUSE / A16

The historic Luke Miller House in Madlson is bemg auctloned by

the borough, but with guarantees that it will be preserved.

John So|u chalrman ‘of the Madlson Historic Preservation Commission, sa
the Luke Mlller House may have been part of the Underground Rallroad :

0B X

'

“'MORRISTOWN —

BY ROB SEMAN
DAILY RECORD

'i‘he :

school board wants to spend.

more -than $900,000 of local

“and state dollars to replace

the high sc¢hool football field
grass with artificial turf. ’

The board: envisions an
artificial turf field used to

"host the athletic activities

played on the fields at Frel-

inghuysen Middle School and

the Harter Road annex while

those ‘fields’ natural grass
-grows back. '

The Frelmghuysen and
Harter Road fields have been
worn thin from constant use
by school and community ath-

Turf tab at Momstowh

School dlstnct welghs
replacing football field -
grass at high school

unvelled plans for the field 31 Hazel St
1mprovements at a. spemal

L FRSY |

JRRNE VRN S

" BOB KARP / DAILY-RECORD
The Morrls Dlstrlct school board is weighing replacing the grass.
on the- Morristown ngh School football fleld with artrfrclal turf

Cnect nrnuu-tinn ’

‘grass' turf, based on district
salary and ~maintenance
records, is $19,000, though the

said. Mary Donohoethe dis-
representative.
$4,000.

The :cost of installing the

- turf  would- be  $928,000,
$176,000 of which would be

paid for by the state Depart-

ment of Education through

+hn Calhnanla

MNAanciviintian

1. County Decontamina-
: 1ndustry average is $33,000,

trict’s community relations

. The cost to maintain artifi-.
- cial turf, however, would be.

ed

3 arres

in string of

Morristowl
burglaries

Hispanic residents targeted; polic

reaching out to find others in tow
who may have been victimized

BY ROB SEMAN'
DAILY RECORD

MORRISTOWN — Police arrested tt
men in a string of burglaries that targe
Hispanic residents within the last montl

Elvin Villatoro, 28, Jose Ivan Torres,
and Noel Morreno, 18, all of Morristo
were each charged with burglary, theft
conspiracy to commit burglaries. Toi
was also charged with false identifical
and hindering apprehension.

Villatoro and Morreno were taken
Morris County jail on $50,000 bail. To:
was being held at'the county jail on $75
because of the additional charges.

In the last month, police have investi
ed burglaries of the homes of 20 to 30 vict
with Hispanic surnames, said Lt. Ja1
Wilcox. The burglaries, which also inclu
some cars, were scattered throughout to

Wilcox said that they believe more
tims exist, but have hesitated to come
ward. :

“We believe there might be some pex
who didn’t call us because of their immi:
tion status,” Wilcox said.

“Their immigration status is not our«
cern,” Wilcox said. “Our concern is
crime itself.”

The most recent burglaries occurrec

-.Atno Avenue and Vail Place.

About $1,100 worth of items, includi
necklace, a camera, a mountain bike
some cash were taken from an apartmer
23 Atno Ave. between 9 a.m. and 2:30 p.1r
‘Sept. 20, police said.

The apartment at Vail Place was bursg
ized twice, first on Sept. 1, when burg
stole $2,790 in jewelry, and again this w
when burglars stole $430 in items.

In each of the burglaries, the thie
broke through the front door, police sai

A police investigation led to a search

SEE BURGLARIES / A16

Firefighters

assist with

Katrina relie

Morris Twp, crew returns after
setting up ¢ decontamination cente
comparisons made o Sept. 11

BY MEG :HUEI.SMAN.
DAILY RECORD

Six: members of the Morris Township’
Department traveled to Baton Rouge to’
with decontaiination efforts and retw
earlier this week with a new look at he
issues facing the Gulf Coast region.

“Our main job was to give support to
local Louisiana law enforcement agenc
Deputy Chief Scott® J Lovernberg s
“When the guys came
back from working, we & it
would help make sure

they were decontami- |IISIde

nated.” © IEfforts-to
The . six-member help hurricane

squad, the Morris victims, A13, 1

B Volunteers
return. from

. migsion of
mercy. Al7 .

tion Unit of the Morris
Township Fire Depart-
ment, traveled around
Louisiana for 13 days
setting up large white
and yellow tents equipped with bleach, ¢
and water. Relief workers and law enfc
ment personnel were able to scrub t
boots, wash their clothes or, if it was ne
sary, decontaminate their entire bodies
“Full-body decontamination was usec
person fell down into an infected subst:

that micht hava nantainad hantoria
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: Elwood L. Corby

81 mechamc veteran

OCALA, Fla. ——.Elwood L

- Corby died Wedhesday, Sept.
© 21,-2005, at the Monroe Hospital

in Ocala, Fla. He was 81.

. Mr. Corby was born and
raised in Dover and was a 1940
graduate of Dover High School.
. He ‘later lived. in Lake
Shawnee -and

before moving to Ocala, Fla. in

=

1972. 3

He served in the
Army during World
War II.

He worked as an auto and
truck mechanic for the City of
Ocala, Fla., before retiring in
1986. B

He also’ enJoyed woodwork-
“ing and carving. '

He is survived by his wife of
56 years, Laura (Canfield); his
son, Harry Corby of Montana;
‘his brother Norman of
Delaware; ' his two sisters,
Shirley Murphy and Judlth
Bousanti of Barnegat; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

"The graveside service will be
held on Tuesday, Sept. 27, at 10
a.m. at Locust Hill Cemetery in
Dover.

Arrangements are by the

Davis & Hepplewhite Funeral

., Home, 96 Mam St., Succasunna

Glen Wagnecz

* 43, quality engineer, hiker

ROXBURY — Glen Wagnecz
of Succasunna died Thursday,
Sept.. 22, 2005, at home He was
43.

He was born in Dover, and he

- ‘moved to the Succasunna sec- -
" tion of Roxbury from Mine H1ll

in 1992.
‘He was a quality engmeer at

“ Picatinny Arsenal in Rockaway

Township. ;

He graduated from the New
Jersey Institute of Technology
in 1986 with a-degree in: chem1-
cal engineering. " ..

He was an avid h1ker scuba
d1ver and ‘gardener.

He is survived by his parents
Alexander and: Sylvia (DiGio-
vanm) Waghecz of Mine Hill;
“his sister, Linda Vick, and her

husband, Brian of Blacksburg,

Va;, 'his sigter, Laura: Wagnecz
of Niantic, Conn.;:three nieces;
Kirsten, Kelsey, and Alison; and
a nephew, Everett.

He also.is survived by many

;aunts-and cousins.

A funeral Mass will be held at:

St Marys Roman: Catholic .
-Church, "Wharton, :*

Monday,
‘Sept. 26, 2005, at 10 aim., - ¢
‘Burial will be: at Locust Hill .-
Cemetery-in Bgver. " -
Friends may-call on. Sunday,
~Sept. 25, 2005, from 3-5:and 7-9-

‘p.m. at the Tuttle .Funeral

Home, Randolph, Arrange-

-ments by Tuttle: Funeral Home, .

Randolph

Catherme H. Rongo
76; formerly of Denvi

[ontv1lle (

Juest:of

ers williy

ations to
ch, Ger-

alker ¢

_Mountain Manor G

ad: -
. — The
irkland,
2d Tues-
as 62, .
2d AME
irked in
+ school

"~ Auxiliary. of Rock Ridge

" Henry Rongo of L1tt1e Egg Har
-bor, Jeffery ard his wife,. Donn,
~of Tuckerton, Philip'F. ‘and hi

Stroudsburg, Pa., before moving
to Little Egg Har_bor 1r_1_ 2002.

past pres1dent of t

Denville. -
Her: husband Phll1p F., : [
2002 R

wife, Lisa of Lebanon, and Dous-"

glas and his wife: Lisa of Granite I

in Wharton -

Mlller House,

CONTINUED FROM/A11 :

as open space. That not only -

ensures the land won’t be devel-
oped, but alsé is a tactic that
~allowed. the 'borough to« win

grants totaling about $675,000 to

buy the site.

Solu said’ the buyer will pay,

property taxes only on “the
house . .

‘Relatlvely Iow taxes

““The taxes will be relatively

low, yet you’ll have the benefit
of the entire property,” he said.
“This is going to be a very
unique opportunity for some-
body who wants to'live here.”

The house was built around
1730 by Andrew Miller. It was
‘later occupied by his grandson,
Luke Miller, a major in the con-
tinental army.

The home, which today is

white with blue shutters, is .

snuggled into a small hill, its
yard spotted with robust shade
trees and thriving plants. The
" property, which" abuts -the 24-
acre Summerhill Park, also fea-
tures a small brick bu11d1ng

- that was a forge, or metal Work '

shop, long ago.

Legend has it that the home-

stead was a hangout for soldiers

, duririg the Revolutionary. War.

Gen. George - Washington 'is
believed to have stopped there
frequently to have his horse
reshod.

‘The home-also was 4 l1nk in
the Underground -Railroad,
Solu. said, and an. archaeology
class from Drew University
plans to investigate what

remains of a  tunnel that

_ stretched between the house’s
cellar (now a wine cellar) and
the metal workshop.

“Behind that area there,
there’s a little hatch,” Solu said,
crouched down and po1nt1ng to.
an area behind the racks in the
wine cellar.

it takes you stra1ght back to the
forge.”

.The Luke Miller House has
been a private residence since
‘it was built, yet is a relic cher-

+ished by the community. Last

‘weekend; 'a public tour. drew
‘more than 200 people. Inside the’
kitchen, a simple message was

scribbled across a small, black -

" chalkboard: “Come jJove . thls
‘fme, old house » o

‘Its got such character

“I love this -house,”" sa1d
_Cathie Couitas, pres1dent of the

" Madison Historical Society,
while- teniding to the Home's

. yard th1s Week “IfI was lookmg

“There’s a room, "
. and you walk through that and

BOB KARP / DAILY RECORD

John Solu chalrman of the Madlson Historic Preservation Commlssmn gives a tour of one of the origi-
-nal rooms of the Mlller House. Solu says placmg a conservation easement guarantees its preservation

for a house, T would buy 1t It’s
old, and it’s attached to the park,

so you have beautiful surround-

ings. It's got such character.”
And it’s ‘nestled within an
area full of charm Solu said the

- property is the centerpiece of

the Bottle Hill historic district,
a row of quaint homes: on
"Ridgedale "Avenue .that stretch
“from Park Avenue to the Route

24 overpass As of this year, the

area-is listed. on both the state
and national registérs of h1s-
toric places, he said. -

* What’s’ partlcularly notable'

-about the Luke Miller property,

Solu said, is that it survived -

while mhany homes in-the bor-
ough were demolished.

That almost changed last.

year. The former owners listed
it with a real estate agent in

2003 for more than $1 mﬂllon

and apphed in March 2004 to
have the property subdivided —
a proposition that drew outcry
from residents .and prompted
the borough to-take action.
“They were very close to
(selling) 'it, so close it became
really. uncomfortable,” Solu
said. “It' has beenretained so
long. To lose. it.at the 11th-hour
would have been a real shame.”
The borough purchased the

from the county, the state and -
the Morris Land Conservancy.
There was talk of making it a

- museum or the historical soci-
-. ety’s headquarters, but town-

ship officials. settled on selling
-it as a single-family home.

Solu said placing a conserva-
tion easement en the house
guarantees its preservation.
Officials from the New Jersey
Historic Trust will check on it
every few years to ensure noth-
‘ing has changed

‘A true 1730s house’

For the past couple months,
local historians have been doc-
‘umienting the home’s features.
While former. :owners have
added rooms — and the home is
fully modernized \in terms of
utilities — many of the original
features are still intact.

A portion of a boulder juts
into a room. Original fixtures
still adorn thick, wooden doors.
Log beams, a few with the bark
still on them, stretch across low
ceilings. =~

property with the help of grants.

“Some of the doors, when '
you're ‘going under the sills,
you really have to watch your
head,” Solu said, while passing
beneath a doorway less than 6
feet high.

Mayor- Woody Kerkeslager
said that given the low clear-~
ance in the house, it’s not su1t— :
able for everybody

“It’s a true 1730s house, beau- .

tifully maintained and updated-
on things like = utilities,”
-Kerkeslager said. “But in some -
of the rooms, if you are §-and-a-
half-feet tall, you'd be in danger
of hitting your head.”

Because .the property has'.

been subd1v1ded the borough -
has to sell the home through
“public auction, rather than list:-
ing it with an agent.

Prospective buyers can tour o

the house Sunday and Wednes-*
day, and the auction will be",
held at 1 p.m. Oct. 14 at the bor-"-
ough hall. Bidders must pay a .,
refundable entry fee of $25,000.

Town officials are mum on-"
how much they expect to get for -
the home.

“Oh, we can’t say that because
it would tip off the bidders,””
Kerkeslager said. “We just hope
that the people who come to the ,
auction are historic enthusmsts
and they’d love to live in an 18th-
century house. If that happens,
we'll be very happy.””

Jenna M. McKnight can be
reached at (973) 428-6634 or
jmcknight@gannett.com.

Burglarles

CONTINUED FROM / All

rant which was executed on
Wednesday night at 7 Martin

“ Luther King Ave., the apart-

ment where Morreno and Tor-
res were staying, Wilcox sa1d

. items they recognized as report-

i, There, police arrested Mor-
reno - and. recovered -several
edly stolen goods. Some of those
goods have been returned tothe
victims.

Police Detective Michael
Buckley and Patrolman Tyrone
Jackson arrested Villatoro and
Torres later on the street,

WllCOX said that pohce

Katrina Rehef

Help, but be careful

Gi ztzzens makmg donatzons fo

help; Hurrzcane Katrina victims

should : ,e/c out qualified chari-

'-'f;tzes the IRS warns.-People can

a’etermzne whether a charity is
qualified by searchmg an IRS-

g'appmved list. . IRS.gov has an

line search feature that allows:
ople tofind qualzfzed charities.

ches and governiments, may..
alified even,’. though they -
not lzsted

"The. followmg local organiza-
t1ons are collectmg for the vie-
--of Hilrricane Katrina or
ing events -to beneﬁt them: .

. hf'fi)ﬂrioo —l |

rganizations, such as -

believe that two of the suspects
may have been day.laborers.
Police believe that there may be
more suspects involved in the
break-ins. Police are seeking to
reach out to the Hispanic cot-
mumty to warn them to. be
more wary of people Wandermg
around -their homes. Police
believe the suspects used bicy-
cles in the thefts .

“We re asking everybody to
be aware of their surround-
ings,” Wilcox said. Police. ask
anyone with information on the -;
‘burglaries to call police at (973)
543-2200, or the police detective ..
bureau at (973) 292-6648. :

Rob Seman can be reached at
(973) 267-9038 or at
rseman@gannett.com.

LY

l The Katrma Fundra1s1ng
Pestival will take place today
from noonto 5 p.m, at Kinnelon
High School, 121 Kinnelon
Ro#d. Festival: ‘events are sched-
uled to include performances
by several bands appearances
by New York comed1ans chil-
dren’s games and activities, raf-
fles'and auctions, a bake sale, a-
bicycle rally, a walkathon and a
simulated horse race called the
Kinnelon $500 Derby. A collec-
tion center -will accept dona-

: tions of canned foods and other
: nonperishable food items, toi-

letries, soaps and detergents

~school items and “like new”
sporting.. goods Powell said

they also are "accepting dona-

~ tions in checks made out to

Race for Reliief, c/o KHS HSA, -
121 Kinnelon Road, Kinnelon,

AT T Amanre

cane,'Katrina Fund” and sent in
care of PNC Bank, 55 W. Main
St., Rockaway, N.J. 07866.

W Instead of playmg, as
planned in New Orleans, Scot-
tish “supergroup” The Tan-
nahill Weavers, will now play

for OR New Orleans, by putting -
on a benefit concert for Hurri- .
.cane Katrina victims on' Sept.

27 at ‘8:30 p.m., at the, Morris

Museum’s Blckford Theatre.
" The Folk Project of New Jersey.

and the Bickford are cosponsor-
ing the event, and The Olde Mill

Inn in Basking Ridge has pro-
vided rooms for the band. Tick-

ets are $25 and are available by -
calling the - ‘Bickford Theatre
Box 'Office at (973) 971-3706. All
proceeds go to the American

‘Red Cross.: -

Morris County.

The Morris County Republi-
can Committee has also decided
to hold its Christmas toy drive -
now. Chairman John Sette said
the committee is also seeking
cash donations to increase the
number of toys that can be pur-
chased. ' :

For information on these "
various efforts, call (973) 984-
0022, .

i The Rotary - Club of
Denville is seeking monetary
donations. Checks may be made .

.out to the Rotary Club of+

Denville with Katrina Relief:®
marked in the memo area, andt;
sent to the Rotary Club of's

- Denville, P.0O. Box 35, Denville,. 3

NJ 07834. For more mformatmn %
about the Rotarv Cluh. visit-#®
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